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FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
DIRECTIONS FOR YOUTH. 


Ma. Eprror, 


In your number for the last month, were contained 
some thoughts on the period of childhood and youth; and 
some considerations were arged with the youthful reader, 
to cultivate pious affections. Hoping, that, many children 


@ and youth, who read your pages, are resolved to seek the 


love and favour of God, and to serve him in sincerity, I 
proceed to suggest a few directions for their benefit. 


1. They should frequenily and fervently supplicate the 
throne of grace. 


Without prayer, all their pious resolutions, and all theic 


B® xertions will be to no purpose. Their afiections will be 


dull, their minds filled with wandering thoughts, and their 
understandings darkened. There will be no life, no vigour 
in their souls. It is through the medium of prayer they 
are to expect God will make communications of grace 
and peace to their souls. His ear is open to receive their 
‘ervent and humble petitions. The Divine Saviour hath 
said, “ ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find.” 
How encouraging is this declaration! Though young, 
though weak and helpless in themselves, they need not 


despair. By prayer, they may procure assistance from 


Shove! The Divine Spirit, sent down into their souls, 
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will strengthen them to keep their pious resolutions, ay 
animate them to persevere in their course heaven-warj 
They should then learn to live near, to God in prayer! 


2. They should read the Bible with great carefulness, 


The Bible contains the revealed will of God: to under. 
stand it, should be their stady! While they pray to be 
enlightened, they should diligently search the Scriptures 
in order to find out what God requires of them. It is t Hj" 
be feared, that many young persons read the Bible to ji. Be! 
tle profit. They read from habit, in a careless and im. 
methodical manner: they neither inquire into the mean. He 
ing of what they read, nor do they reverence the Bible, a i 
the word of God. But how difterently ought the Bible to [m* 
be read !—When young persons open the Bible, (and all 
persons should do the same) they should reflect that it is 
the word of God, and should pieserve in their minds: fe" 
reverence for its ‘high authority. A careful attention to fm! 
its truths is requisite to understanding them. They #© 
should not be satisfied with barely reading a portion every ie” 
the day : they should endeavour to make daily proficiency Hi ” 
in knowledge of the Scriptures. They should implore the t 
Divine direction, while reading, that their attention might 
be fixed, and their hearts opened to receive the truth in B® 
love. Their regard to the Supreme Being, and their rever Ie © 
ence for his authority, will be judged of, frem the manne fe 
in which they read the Bibie. Let them then at al ; 
limes, manifest respect for the Bible, and let them be 
constant in the practice of reading a portion daily 5 and 
while they read, let their minds be occupied with what 
they read !—In this way they may hope to be, like Apui 
fos, “mighty in the Scriptures,” and like him too, they 
may hope to be “ fervent in spirit.” 


3. They should meditate frequently upon serious and di- 
vine things. 


By meditation I mean, that they ofien think upon such & | 
things, that they revolve them in their minds, and that & | 
they should be much in their thoughts. The mind is ev 
er active, and unless it is occupied with serious subjects, FR 
it is in danger of becoming dissipated by imprope! 
thoughts : besides, the habit of musing, or meditating up 
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on serious subjects, is of immense importance to the 
young, in securing their enjoyment and spiritual improve- 
ment Such subjects should be interwoven in the 
thoughts of their minds, that by means of them all their 
moral powers may be strengthened and improved. Saith 
the pious Psalmist, “{f thought on my ways and turned 
my feet unto thy testimonies: I made haste and delayed 
otto keep thy commandments: while I was musing the 
fre burned.” 

Such are the directions submitted to those young read- 
ers, who are determined on early piety. To all sach, 
would say, be careful to observe these directions. You 
are now asSuiled, and as you advance in life, you will 
‘continue to be assailed witlr many temptations. It 
fis probable, some of your young companions, in their 
thoughtless gaiety, may ridicule you for your religion. 
If you do not join in their amusements, and go to the 
sane excess with them in vice, they may perhaps call you 
hypocrites, ov enthusiasts, or ignorant, unsocial, illiberal 
persons. ‘These things you may expect ;—they are among 
ihe temptations to which you willbe exposed: yet be not 
turned aside by then. Remember, that the Saviour hath 
said, “ strait is the gate and narrow is the way that lead- 
eth unto life.” You cannot be devoted to the vanities of 
the world, and live in the exercises of piety. Let the 
gay and thoughtless reproach ;—they cannot hurt you. 
After all their reproaches, they will retain a secret respect 
‘or you, and at times, they will feel the stings of a reprov- 


ig conscience. Maintain therefore, a steady course, un- 


vaunted by fear, and unseduced by pleasure; then will 
your journey through life be like the path of the just, 
‘lich as the shining light, shineth mere aud more unto 
wie perfect day.” 

Une word to those young readers who are not resolved 
on early piety. My young friends, Is piety of heart de- 
‘rable at any period in life? Will it ever be necessary 
‘orvour Js it or is it not essential to your everlasting 
happiness? Will it at all detract from your happiness in 
this life ? And is not the present period more favourable 
‘or Hs cultivation, than any period you will lave hereaf: 
‘er’—-What answers can you give to such inquiries? Do 
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Mp not abl intend to become pious either sooner ¢y 
ater? Why not improve the present time? If you ne 
lect the present period, what certainty is there that vos 
will not neglect every subsequent period in life? Iy in 
probability your eternal salvation, the everlasting happi. 
ness of your precious souls, will be made to depend 
your improvemeny of the present. The husbandma 
who neglects to sow his seed in spring, can entertain 
reasonable hope of a crop in harvest. You kave but 
just entered on existence, you are in the morning of lif 
and your minds are more susceptible of pious affections 
than they will be at any future period. Be entreated 


then to ‘“ remember your Creator now in the days of 
south,” L. §, 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


THE INFANT PREACHER; 


OR, THE STORY OF HENRIETTA SMITH. 


On a Sabbath, in the autumn of 1818, a clergyman oj 
Connecticut had occasion to attend a third service, in 2 
remote neighbourhood of his parish, to give a_ pious 
mother opportunity to dedicate her little family to Gol 
ia baptism. ‘The woman, in this world’s goods, was poor. 
She found it difficult to take her children to the house of 
God. Her poverty, however, did not debar her from the 
blessings of the gospel. One prominent characteristic 0! 
liis administration who had ‘ not where to lay his head,’ 
is, “the poor have the gospel preached unto them.” 0 
how unlike every thing human, is that precious grac, 
which pours its gifts, with an equal hand, upon the co 
tage and the palace ! 

But extreme poverty was not the only, nor the princr 


pal trial of the faith and patience of this “ daughter ol 


Abraham.” She was one of those broken-hearted fe 


males, who weep in silence over the departed worth o! 


‘heir bosom companions. The husband of her youtl 
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and the father of her children, had, by a too free use of 
strong drink, benumbed the finer feelings of his soul. He 
loved the social glass and the solitary bottle. To his 
neighbours as to his wife, he seemed to have plunged into 
awhirpool, whose narrowing circles exhibit, in their most 
frightful forms, brutality, vice, infamy, disease, poverty ; 
and whose bottom is———the bottomless pit. I forbear 
to distress you with a picture of the mother and her little 
ones, when his boisterous return from the bacchanatian 
revel has disturbed the soft repose of midnight. Were it 
not for the display of mercy in the pardon, no less than 
justice in the punishment of sin, piety might well weep, 
that such scenes must come up in the judgment, and that 
eternal night may not blot them from the history of man. 

Such being the character of the father, you will not be 
somuch surprised to hear, that the mother was left to 
come and bring her offering to the Lord alone. The 
spectacle was touching. ‘To see a woman, on such an 


‘ occasion, deserted by her husband, could not but excite, 


in every sensible breast, emotions of astonishment and 
pily. An excifement of a different kind was produced in 
the mind of a little girl aged six years. _ 

Henrietta had never before witnessed the administra- 
tion of baptism. Her parents, like too many others in 
this Christian land, had neither attended religious meet~ 
ings themselves, nor encouraged the attendance of their 
children. To increase the interest of Henrietta, the two 
elder children to be baptized were among her schocl- 


y mates. Whether they had told her what was to be done 


at this meeting, or whether she had heard it from others, 
is unimportant. She came at anearly hour. Curiosity 
overcame her diffidence. She seated herself near the 
middle of the room, where she might see and hear the 
whole. During the introductory exercises, she kept her 
eyes fixed upon her intimates, Henry and Harriet. When 
the minister took the basin of water, she stood in breath- 
less silence. Her wild eyes followed him as he advanced. 


At the mention of their well known names, her swelling 


heart found vent. The big tears rolled down her cheeks. 
Her whole frame trembled. She could hardly refrain 
from sobbing aloud. 

Q2 
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No sooner was the meeting closed, than Henrieita 
peeeres through the crowd, and found the door, 

ith a!l the animation of new-born hope, she ran home 
to her parents. Fur, it was their custom not to trouble 
themselves to attend a religious meeting, even on the 
Sabbath, and when it was appointed for some special pur. 
pose near their dwelling. The door, at her touch, flies 
open. Into the house she rushes. Panting for breath, 
and in half-articulate language, she says: “ Ma! ma! 
why can’t we be baptized? Henry and Hariiet, and 
Samuel and Eliza, have just been baptized down at the 
School-house. Mr. B—— sprinkled water upon them, 
and spoke all their names, and prayed over them. It is 
to make them good ¢hildren, is it not Ma? And why 
should not we be good as well as they?” The mother’s 
head drops. Confusion crimsons her face. She knows 
not what to say. A question from her little daughter so 
arttess and unexpected, and at the same time so earnest, 
strikes her dumb. Henrietta repeats her request again 
and again. She presses it with greater and still greater 
importunity. No answer. ‘“ Ma, I know we may be 
haptized. Mr. B will not mind my faded frock, and 
wecan all sit without our bonnets. We are no poorer 
than the children he has baptized to-day : Where is Pa?” 
He has Jain down, my child, to rest him in the bed-room. 
‘The Sabbath is a day of res‘, and your Papa works hard 
through the week.” Ma, why does Pa need to sleep 
every Sabbath more than Mr. H——, and Deacon S——? 
J saw a great number of men at meeting to-day. They 
didmt stay at home to sleep and rest’em. Mr. M—— 
was there, who has worked with Pa all summer ; isn’t he 
as tiredas Pais? Let me go and wake him.” “ No, 
dear, I fear he will be angry with you—wait a few mo 
ments—he will be out.” 

IJenrietta was rather silenced than satisfied. She list- 
ened, with impatience, to hear the movement of her 
father. Now and then she would burst into tears, and in- 
. st, that her mother should promise to get her baptized. 





Atlength, her father entered the room. Rubbing his ; 


eyes and yawning, he went to the window to see if the 
Sun eas fairly down. By this time, his daughter had 
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grasped him by the hand. Smiles and expectation sat oa 
her rosy face. “ Pa,” said she, “ may not Margaret, and 
J, and little Jané, be baptized? I wish Pa you had been 
at the School-house to-day; I am sure, if you had seen 
what I have, you would go down with us next Sabbath.” 
The father stood motionless. ‘ Pa, do let us be baptized ; 
| know we can be if you are willing.” 

“ Come,’’ says he, “ Henrietta, go out with me and get 
some apples. You have not had any apyles to day, have 
you? J will find you some that are very good.” “ Pa,I 
love good apples, and I should be sorry to disobey you ; 
but Miss W )”’ (naming her school instructress, ) “ tells 
all the children, every Saturday, that it is very wicked to 
go out into the orchard, or to pick berries on the Sabbath. 
She says we must wait, till the Sun stops shining on the top 
of that mountain. Look, Pa—how the trees glisten !” “ Well 
my child, bring me your primer, and let me hear you 
read.” * With all my heart, Pa; but do tell me first, that 
we may be baptized.” In vain does the father attempt 
to divert the mind of his child, from a subject so unwel- 





' come to himself. Hehesitates. He fixes his eye steadily 


upon her for some seconds. He must say something. He 
suddenly turns away with a frown, and answers with un- 
accustomed severity: “ Be still.” She ventured to con- 
tinue her entreaty, but received the same cruel answer 
again and again, “ Be still, be still.” : 

Henrietta’s tender heart was now broken. Tears 
streamed from her eyes. She went back to ber mother— 
leaned her head upon her bosom, aud there poured out her 
sorrows. Margaret, her elder sister, came up, and ate 
tempted to amuse her. Her mother tried, in vaiious 
ways, to assuage the tide of her grief. She refused to be 
comforted. On a sudden, she started from her posture of 
anguish. A placid smile glistened through her tears. 
Hope was again lit up on her countenance. The thought 
had struck her mind, that the father of ihe baptized chil- 
dren did not come with them. She looks her mother full 
in the face :—“ Ma, you can have us baptized alone. 
Harriet’s Pa was not there to-day.” 

The mother was pierced to the heart. She was sensi- 
ble that the request of her child could not be granted. 
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She knew that she herself had not the requisite qualifics. 
tions for acmission into the visible Church. She had yo 
reason to suppose these qualifications in the possession of 
her husband. Her reflections were overwhelming. “| 
is my imperitence, my careless and wicked life,” though; 
she within herself, “that excludes my dear family fron 
the seal of God’s gracious covenant. Oh, I deserve this 
sharp reproof from my neglected child. I have been un. 
faithful to my children, as well as to my own soul. Alas! 
what shall say? I can say nothing which will not bea 
confession of my crimson guilt. I must either remain 
silent, or speak falsely, or expese my wickedness.” 

Meanwhile, the grief of Henrietta weighed down her 
eyelids. “ Tir’d nature” sunk in the arms of its “ sweet 
restorer, balmy sleep.” Tears still lay here and there on i 45 
her sorrowful countenance. ‘The night failed to blot the 
subject from her memory. With the early light her sor i p. 
rows returned. Every day through the week, did she i 4, 
urge her request, without abatement of earnestness, and, & 4, 
by all the arguments which her inventive mind could sup- i , 
ply. She perceived, that the subject was unwelcome to & og 
her parents, and she sometimes would sit down and weep I ¢ 
alone. 

Next Lord’s day, her elder sister attended public wor 
ship. The agitation of Henrietta’s mind, was very great. 
She surmised, that her sister had gone to be baptized, 
while she herself was depzived of that privilege. No 
assurances to the contrary cou!d give her satisfaction. —& , 
She was in tears, with litle intermission, the whole day. 
On secing her sister coming down the hill, as she stood 
anxiously watching, she sprung from the door, and ran J ; 
to meet her. “ Margaret,” said she, sobbing, “do tell me 
if you have not been baptized to-day.’’ ‘ No, dear,” 
said her sister 5 “ come, wipe your face with my handker & . 
chief, and I will shew you what pretty tickets Miss C— & 
gave me, at the Sabbath Schoo!. Next summer, Hen & 
etta, you will be oid enough to go with me, and then you & 
shall have such yellow and blue papers. Miss C—— 
says she will give me a litile book in a few days. She 
told us to-day about Jesus Christ, and said we must be 
good children and love him.” 





Ca 
no 
of 

: if 

rht 

ym 
his 

Us 

§ | 

a 

10 


t 
| 
it 
€ 


_ cb . 


a a 











The Infant Preacher. 189 


After passing a night in a-Christian family, and wit- 

essing its evening and morning devotions, Henrietta said 
he next evening, when she began to be sleepy: “ Pa, 
hy don’t you pray? Other men pray. Mr. N—— 
rayed last night and this morning. Come, Pa, I will 
pring you the Bible.” She took it down from the shelf, 
and, with much seriousness and affection, placed it on his 
knee. She then took her little chair and seated herself 
by his side. “Come, Ma and Margaret,” she said, * if 
you will lay down your work, Pa will read and pray. Jane, 
you must be very still.” Poor girl, her hopes were raised 
again only to be dashed. Her father’s heart did not melt 
now. He cast upon her a forbidding look, and soon 
feigned himself asleep. Turning to her motlier :—“ Ma, 
don’t women sometimes pray? I think they do. I be- 
lieve Mrs. B——— prays. Will not Ma pray if Pa will not?” 
Rarely did the hour of family worship return,, for several 
days, and even weeks, without reminding Henrietta of the 
duty, and leading her to repeat her oft denied request 
Sometimes, her father came in while the family were seat- 
edat table. On such occasions she would often say : “ Pa, 
if you will pray, I will stand up.” And not unfrequently 
would she drop her food, and rise, and fold her arms, and 
call upon the rest torise. But she uniformly received the 
sane unfeeling answer, “ Be still.” 

One day 2 person took tea at her father’s, who, in view 
of table- mercies, asked a blessing and gave thanks. The 
company having retired, she remarked to her mother 
with much apparent satisfaction : “ Well Ma, we have had 
two prayers in our house today, and | think we shal! 
have more.” 

At another time, her school mates, in the intermission, 
desired her to join them in play, as formerly. “ No,” said 
she, “ unless we can pray together.” ‘And what slral! 
we pray for,” said one of the circle, smiling. Henrietta 
answered without hesitation, and with much feeling :—~ 
“ That we may all be baptized, and be good children.” 

She was sent, one morning, on an errand, to the house 
where she had witnessed the family prayer. She came 
honie, with “ eyes red with weeping.” Her mothe: asked 
the cause of her grief. “ How could { help crying, Ma, 
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when Mr. N had prayed this morning before I gj 
there :” Well, my dear,” added her mother, “ wipe 
your tears—you may go earlier next time.” Henrietta 


soon became cheerful. 
(To be concluded. ) 
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found faithful to their trust ! 

The following thoughts are addressed to children and 
young people :—* Honour thy father and thy mother!” 
What does this honour imply r ; 

1. If you honour your father and mother you will af- 
fectionately love them. The best thing you possess is your 
heart; and you must honour your parents by giving them 
your hearts. One of the very darkest features of pagat- 
ism is mentioned by the apostle; “ Without natural afiec- 
tion.” Where parental feeling will allow the mother to 
expose her infant to be eaten up by ants, and the fa- 
ther to cast his son into the river to be devoured by alli- 
gators, it is not to be expected that much filial regare 
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ON THE HONOUR DUE TO PARENTS. ‘ 
All the relative duties are highly important; when a 
properly discharged they promote the happiness of soci. M 
_ety, and redound to the glory of God. Were I to drawa #" 
scale of these duties, assigning to each its proportionate ; 
share of imporiance, it is probable I should place at the H° 
head of that scale the duties of husbands and wives. As fR" 
the matrimonial connection is the most intimate, so the i 
duties which it involves are the most deeply interesting. § : 

Let those who are couscientiously desirous of doing the @ 
will of God, in this relation, read frequently, among other 
passages, the tio following, I Pet. i#i. L—7, and Ephes. 
v. 22—33. } 
If the first stroke upon the scale be appropriated to the § ; 
duties of husbands and wives, the second should express & - 
the duties of parents and children. © that parents would 
duly consider the task they have to fulfil, and endeavour, 
in an humble dependence upon the grace of God, to be : 
| 
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hovld be cherished. But the youths of Britain are 


“got | 3 ut the } 
i blessed with parents who cherish towards them the kind- 
elt ees! feclings, and it is but right that their parents in nature 


should enjoy the warmest afiections of their hearts. 

9. 1f you bonour your father and mother you will 
cheerfully obey them. Affection does not necessarily 
nor even generally imply obedience. There may be 
very strong affection between brothers, sisters, relatives, 
and friends; but as no superiority and subordination are 
implied, no obedience can be required or yielded. It is 
very different with respect to your parents; the relation 
en M2 child to his parent involves the authority of the lat- 
ci. ee. The wisdom which is supposed to accompany years 
+. ecules a parent to respect; besides, he is paced by di- 
te Mg vine appointment, at the head of his family. And if or- 
ve Meer and happiness are to reside in the family, his will 
(; AE uust be obeyed. The command of the sacred scriptare 
is binding, ** Children obey your parents in all things, for 
¢ this is fit. 

"And this obedience should be willing and cheerful. A 
fwise parent will insist upon the compliance of his chil- 

dren, so far as the outward act is concerned ; but this, on 

your part, may be a conformity arising merely from fear 
Sand compulsion, while the heart is altogether disobedient. 

Your parents, in this case, may do themselves credit, 

while they are aiming at your real good; but you do 
BB tlem no credit; you render them no honour, while you 
B® decline cheerfully to obey them. There is only one ex- 

ception to this general rule, which I hope is not of fre- 
s quent occurrence, viz. when the commands of a parent 
interfere with the commands of God. It may, indeed, 
happen, that the parental authority should enjoin prac- 
tices prohibited by the scriptures, or prohibit a conscien- 
lious attention to the revealed will of God ; in that case, 
| the path of duty is plain; it is better to obey God than 
tian; but, even then, care should be taken to make it 
manifest, that disobedience is the result of a pious and 
| humble regard to the commands of the Most Hex. 
3. If you: honour your father and mother, you will 
veat.thein when you are grown up into life, with defer- 
ence and respect. 
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In the earliest years of a child, his ignorance is such, 
that he must necessarily admit, in the most unqualified 
manner, the opinions of his preceptor; but as the intel. 
lect begins to develope itself, and this child thinks fo; 
himself, it will sometimes happen, that his views will not 
correspond with the sentiments of his parents. When 
this happens to be the case, the youth should express his 
Opinions with great modesty and diffidence. Nothin 
can be more indetorous and unlovely than that collision 
which one is sometimes compelled to witness in families, 
when a youth contends with warmth and asperity against 
the opinions of an aged and venerable parent. 

There is another way in which the feelings of a parent 
may be severely tried, while the sensibilities of the child 
may be blasted in the estimation of all observers : it is 
this :—A kind and indulgent parent, who has not himself 
had a liberal education, is very anxious to give one to his 
child. He toils with tncessant labour ; he denies himself 
many of the comforts of life, on purpose to afford every 
opportunity of improvement to his beloved offspring. In 
process of time, this young person acquires considerable 
information ; but,alas! you see him assume airs of supe- 
riority in the presence of his father, and criticise his ut- 
grammatical expressions, and thus expose the very pa 
rent whose kindness and good sense gave the unworthy 
child all his advantages. If you feel as you ought, you 
will, on all occasions, treat with respect both the opinions 


and feelings of those whom you are commanded to hor 


our. 


4. If you honour your father and moilrer you will mir 
ister to their relief in old age, shou!d that be necessary~ 
and Providence has furnished you with the means. 

Solomon says, “ Honour the Lord with thy substance :” 
é. é. consecrate it fo the Lord. To you may be called to 
honour your parents by supporting them during the in 
firmities of afifiction and oid age. 

Where can you see a more grateful spectacle than al 
old man or woman in the house of a child, ireated with 
every mark of respect, and being nourished and cherisl 
éd as ils necessities and infirmities may require ? 

Contrast with this, a son or daughter living in ease and 
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wmpetence, if not in affluenee, but suffering an aged 
ther or mother to subsist upon the scanty pittance of a 
yorkhouse allowance, or upon the bounty of Christian 
Kcharity. ‘The latter ts as reproacuful to the child as the 


frst is honourable. 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


MARY L—. 


Mary L——, was born of Christian Parents, carly de- 
yoted to God in Baptism, and carefuily instructed in the 
principles of religion. She possessed a sweet disposition, 
and her manuers were pleasing and amiabie. She was a 
sieady attendant on pubiic worship, and read much in her 
Bible at home. Thus she was till ber sixteenth year. 
Toreligion she paid great respect; and yet to religion 
her heart was lifeless and cold. She revered it in her 
parents and others, but felt not its transforming power ia 
herself. ‘The word was in her mind, but the law was not 
witten in ber heart. 

When near 16, uneasy with herself, she sought the Lord 
by reading, meditation, and prayer. She called herselt 
toaserious account, and examined to find in whai her 
heart was trusting. The Bible, and Doddridge’s Rise and 
Progress of Religion in the Soul, were her daily, and al- 
mosi constant companions. Her mind was opened by 
the Holy Spirit, working with the divine word, to discover 
her sin-—to see her need of Christ; and her heart led to 
close with him, on the terms of the Gospel. She felt her 
need; she saw in Jesus a fulness; ske gave herself to 
him, and believed his promises. Composure filled her 
before anxious mind; peace reigned in her breast—The 
works of God smiled around her—His Word was al: pre- 
Cious, and the duties of life were sweet. All things 


stemed beautif=l as God would have them. 


She now went one evening to the heuse of her minister, 
Where a number more youxg people came at the same 
time, to seek direction in the way Zon ward. Hzsppy 
fraud, on which they came; and happy minister, 
‘ohave thus the iambs of the flock gather round mm 
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that he might lead them. Yes, and he prized it high, 
ly. Her minister knew that she was serious, but did 
not know, that her soulhad found peace in believing 
After prayer he asked some persona! questions ; and whe; 
he came to her, said, * Mary, in what do you take mos 
delight?” She answered, “In reading, in meditation, 
aud in prayer.” Again, he enquired, * But don’t yoy 
‘Wish that others, your companions, should feel as you feel 
and delight in the things, which you delight in?” Ip 
stantly, she replied, “ Greatly, Sir, greatly do I wish it.” 
* But Mary, is your mind made up, and are you resolved 
to set out, and go Zion ward without them?” To which, 
with a serious air and a saint-like sweetness, she replied, 
“7 wish not, Sir, to go without them; for I wish them to 
go with me. lam sure if they knew the greatness and 
sweetness of Jesus’ love, they would wish to go—butif 
they will not go with me, 1 must go without them, aud 
am resolved to go alone.” It was too much to hear with 
out emotion—Sensibility was touched ; the company was 
in tears: Who could refrain? I could not. Soon the 
Church received her, and numbers with her, 

Such was Mary L . Reader, whatare you? Her 
tace was towards Heaven—Which way is yours? Her 
feet trod the path of Christian duty—What path do 
yours tread? She resolved to be for Christ, and to live a 
Christian—Do you resolve to be for Christ, and to livea 
Christian? Do you? God bless you, and help you, for 
Christ’s sake, to keep such resolutions. I. RB. 
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FOR THE GUARDIAN, 


MEMOIR OF PHINEHAS WILSON. 







PuinewAs WiLson was born of pious parents, in Wind: 
sor,iu the State of Connecticut, October 20, i786—died 
September 20, i7¥4, aged 7 years and 11 months. Mr. 
aud Mrs. Wi.son, were the parents of two children only: 
the subject of this ggemoir, and a twin brother, wito stil 
survives him, and ts successiully engaged in the work of 
the nunistry. 
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Phinehas discovered uncommon powers of mind almost 


Bi | ee | 
di(qgrom infancy. argh WY in all his childish studies was 
o—feapid, his natara! disposition affectionate, and amiab'e ; 
heymput nothing like the operations of Divine grace was 


nosfmmiscovered in him tll after he entered his fifth year : It 
ion, meas then made known to his friends ia the following man- 
yougmer. One evening he had been lying down in the room 
eel mmviere Mrs. Wilson was engaged in some domestic cons 
Infernus, and his little- brotoer Oliver playing about the 
it.!goom, he suddenly rose and addressed his mother as fol- 
veiMmows. ‘ Mama, old saints bear much fruit to the glory of 
ich, Od, and I believe christians generally bear most fru:t to 
ied, mre glory of God when they are in affliction. I think they 
1 toMmere very properly compared to the palm iree, the more 
and@purdens you put upon that, the more it flourishes; but” 
tifgmeontinued he “ a7Z who wait on the Lord shall renew their 
aud ggptrength ; theyjshall mount upas on eagles’ wings,” d&c. he 
ith @@tuen proceeded to repeat many remarkable passages of 
vas ecripiure, and many of its precious promises, with a look 
the @aend manner which made it evident that he both understood 
ind felt what he was saying. When he made a pause, 





















ler Mis mother, equally su:prised and delig‘ited observed to 
ler tim, “* Phinehas, who has been talking to you—where did 


do Mou hear all that?” If did not hear it auy where,” he re- 

>a fmplied, “I have read it all in the Bible:”? he then asked- 
safeirs. Wilson if she was willing he should pray with her 
‘op ead his brother: Mrs. W. consenting, the little saint 
ueeled down and addressed an extemporaneous prayer 
0 Him who took little children into his arms, and blessed 
hem, and who had perfected praise out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings. , 

From this period to his last sickness, he regularly prayed 

vith bis brother when they retired for the night, and his 
laily walk and conversativn was that ofa Christian. He 

as as cheerful and active as other boys of his age, but 

ook no interest in childish amusements or conversation. 

is delightful employment was to search the Scriptures, 

and to converse with the pious who visited his parents, on 

he great things of eternity. One day, when about the 

ge of 7 he had a trifling dispute with his brother respeet- 

ig some quills, and little Phinehas got angry. It lasted 
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but a short time, but his repentance for it was punger 
and sincere. He introduced the subject again to hi 
brother after they had retired to rest, and mourned over} 
as a great sin against God. [My dear children it is to} 
feared that some of you have more serious quarrels every 
few days with your brothers and sisters, or school-mates 
without those feeliags of sorrow and repentance that litte 
Phinehas experienced | About this period Phinehas ast. 
ed his brother of what profession he intended to be? He 
replied a minister. Well, said he, as soon as you get ty 
preaching I want to have you goand preach to Mr. —— 
family, and let them know what the truth is. Mr. — 
was a tenant on Mr. Wilson’s farm, who, as well as his 
family were very destitute of religion. Phinehas had of. 
en visited this family to converse with them on the subject 
of religion. His exhortations had no effect, but his degm” 
sire that they might become acquainted with the truth 
still continued, and he wished to intercede with his brother 
not to give them up. Some months previous to his death, 
his Mama found him in a room by himself, engaged with the 
works of Erskine. Mrs. W. observed to him, “ Phinebas, 
you had better not meddle with those books—you are too 
young to understand what you read there.” “ No, Mama, 

am not,” he replied. “I am reading about the death 
of our dear Saviour—how the vail of the temple was rent 


in twain—how Christ died for our sins, And opéned a way 
of access to God; so that now we can all have access to 
God: because the way is opened by Christ,” &c. Mrs. WV. : 
soon left the room, persuaded that her dear child hada 
heavenly teacher, aud that his understanding had been 
enlightened by the Spirit of truth. A week before his 
death, a playmate of his died in the neighbourhood. On 
this occasion he observed to his brother, “ Oliver, you or! 
may be the next to die—we ought always to be in a state 
of preparation for death—we do not know how soon we 
may be called for.”” This conversation was on Friday: 
the next Sabbath he was slightly indisposed, and requested 
his brother to walk to the door with him. When he was 
there. he took an earnest view of the heavens and the 
earth, as far as his eye would reach, for some moments: 
he then turned to his brother, and observed, that he had 
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heen taking a farewell of the earth; for, said he, “I shall 
jiesoon.” His brother replied, “ 1 hope not—I hope you 
will hve a great many years.” ‘O no,” said he, “ I shall 
ever come to the door again :” which proved true. His 
disease, which was the dysentery, was short and violent, 
and terminated fatally on Friday. During this sickness 
his conversation and behaviour accorded with his past life. 
He spoke of his hopes and his consolations in the most 
satisfactory manner. Oue evening a Clergyman, a friend 
of Mr. Wilson’s, who was on a journey, stopped there for 
thenight—and came into the room where Phinehas was 
sick Mr. Wilson asked Phinehas if he’ wished this gen- 
eman to pray with him. Phinehas replied that he did 
not. This answerx surprised all, as he had shewn-much 
satisfation in the prayers of Christians: he was then asked 
why he did not? * Because,” said he,“ do not believe 
him to be a Christian.””. When the gentleman had with- 
drawn, the child was then questioned what reason he had 
for such a belief, and replied that he did not act like one. 
The subseq..ent conduct of the person ‘in question, was 


isuch, as to prove the spiritual discernment of the child, 


who had discovered something in his manners or canver- 
sation discordant: with his. profession, though it had 
escaped ihe observation of mature age, and experience. 
Phinehas. retained: his: reason to the last. A few mo- 

ments before his-death, he took his father’s hand, and said, 
“Good bye, Papa, I ain going to see Jesus. 

Rest little saint, till Jesus comes, 

To shake the earth, and rend the tombs ; 


Then rise to heaven in glorious dress, 
Clothed with thy Saviour’s righteousness. L. 
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LETTER FROM CAROLINE TO MARIA. 


My dear Maria; 

You do me the favour to observe in your last letter, 
that you believe me influenced by a desire to promote 
your happiness, when I urge upon you the necessity of 


attending to religion; but seem to consider yourself 
2 











































£58 


too young to renounce the pleasures which appear to yoy 
so well calculated for the season of youth, and contey 
yourself with believing, that some years hence will be sooy 
enough !o think of this most impor‘ant of all concerns, 

Are vou then, Maria, too young to serve the God who 
made you, who constantly preserves you, and to whom 
you are accountable for all your conduct ?—too young to 
love the Saviour who suffered and died to redeem sinner 
like yourself ?—too young to secure (he happiness of your 
immortal soule Are you too young todie? Loek back 
a few years upon the circle of your acquaintance, and 
you will behold many bowing to the “ king of terrors,” the 
number of whose years did not equal yours. And when 
taking this retrospect, reflect upon your beloved brother 
suddenly taken from you in the bloom of youth. While 
mourning his death, you appeared to feel the insufficiency 
of earthiy objects to console your afilicted mind, and said 
to me, as I was standing by you, “ O Cafc!ine! this world 
will never afford me any more satisfaction.” I fondly 
hoped these impressions would be lasting, and would lead 
vou {o seek a permanent good; but alas! scarce one year 
had elapsed before they were, if I may jvdge from yout 
conduct, wholly effaced fiom your mind, and you became, 
gay and thoughtless as ever. 


Letier from Caroline to Maria. 


‘¢ Smitten friends 

Are angels sent on errands full of love ; 

For us they languish, and for us they die : 

And shall they languish, shali they die in vain? 
Ungrateful, shall we grieve their hov’ring shades, 
Which wait the revolution in our hearts ? 
Shall-we disdain their silent, soft address ; 

Their posthumous advice, and pious prayer ? 
Senseless as herds that graze their hallow’d graves, 
Tread under foot their agonies and groans, 
Frustrate their anguish, and destroy their death ?” 





When those to whom we are tenderly attached are 
taken from us, when the most endearing ties are dissolved, 
survivers are loudly called upon to “ be also ready.” 9O 
Maria, do not disregard.this friendly monitor. The cur- 
rent of time is imperceptibly wafting you along, and soon, 
like your brother, you will be carried into the ocean of 
eteruiiy. Nothing now separates you from the eternal 
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sorld. but the brittle thread of life, compared with which, 


you 
teut Mie spider’s most attenuated web, 1s cord—is cable.” 
oon Me [fit is ever required of us to remember our Creator, it 


s. jscertainly our duty to consecra’e to him the morning of 


who Mijife, the vigor of youth; and to this period he has given 
10m fig promise, which, if we realized its value, we should be ex- 
t to Mtremely anxious to apply to ourselves, by attending to the 
ers Mondition to which it is annexed. “ ‘Those that seek me 
our Mcarly, shall find me.” Our heavenly Father not only 


condescends to regard the young in common with others, 
but grants them peculiar encouragement, by ihe assurance 
that if they seek bis favour, they shall obiain it 
Your principal objection to early piety seems to arise 
from the idea, that gloom and melaucholy are ili suited to 
persons of your age. And do you think then, my dear 
friend, that religion consists in gloom and melancholy ? 
View with me, for a moment, though imperfectly drawn, 
the life of a Christian, and point owt to me that part of 
itwhich is calculated to deprive you of cheerfulness, or 
render your youthful days unhappy. 
ar The trae believer is reconciled to Gad, acquiesces in his 
t MP covernment, and rejoices to be at his disposal. Hie hum- 
» BP bly hopes through the merits of his Saviour, that his sins 
are pardoned, and he is relieved from a condemning con- 
science. He has for his father and friend the great 
Sovereion of tlie universe, whose love is infinitely more 
ardent, whose care infinitely more tender, than that of 
earthly parents or friends: to him he looks for the supply 
of his daily returning wants, knowing that the beasts of 
the forest are his, and the cattle uyon a thousand hills. 
With a tribute of gratitude he receives the commoa 
blessings of life, which are to him greatly enhanced by 
the consideration that they flow from a fountain of benev- 
Holence. Ishe exposed to danger? An Almighty protector 
is near, able to deliver him from the most perilous situa- 
ton. When bereft of friends, of property, of all which 
the world calls blessings, he does not cry out, like Micab, 
“Ye have taken away my gods, and what have I more ?” 
for his Ged, his Saviour, his inheritance, stiil remain, and 
with sweet submission he exclaims, “ The Lord gave, the 
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Lord hath taken away: blessed be the name of the Lord.4 | 
View him on a bed of pain and languishing. 





‘ The chamber where the good man meets his fate, 
Is privileged beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life, quite in the verge of Heav’n.” 











Mark his patience, his resignation to his Father’s will, his 
trast ina divine Saviour, his readiness, yea, even devia 
to depart and be with Cheist, and tell me, is this gloom, js 
this melancholy P “ Great peace have they which love 
thy law, and vothing shall effend them.” They hay 
peace with Ged, peace with the world, and peace with them 
selves. They have comfort in lite, joy in death, and wil 
be unsperzkably blessed through eternity. 

Be pe rsuaded, my dear Maria, seriously to consider this 
momentous subject. Cast it not by as one which does not 
concern vou, for in it you are most deeply interested. Do 
not say with Felix, “ Go thy way for this time, and wher 
} have a convenient season F will call for thee.” — Indulge 
not the idea, that afier you have spent a few more year 
in the vain amusements of life, you will then think of re 
ligion, but “ seek the Lord now, while he may be fount, 
cail upon him while he is near ” and prove by your own 
example, the loveliness of early piety. 




























CAROLINE: 
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A FAMILY SCENE. 







(Continued from page 136.) 





JANUARY 17th, 1819. 





(Some conversation having passed between Mr. and 
Mrs. H. and the children concerning their behaviour in 
the house of God, and the general truths contained in the 
afternoon discourse, he proceeds to ask them some ques 
tions upon the history of Noah’s flood.) 

Mr. H. What was the state of the world in the days d 
Noah ? 
mt Thomas. It was very corrupt. 
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Mr H. How was God affected at the sight ? 
Julia. He was grieved that he had made man on the 
Marth; and he determined to destroy him, and every liv« 
yg creature. 

Mr. H. Why did Noah find favour in his eyes ? 

Susan. Because he was a just man. 
Mr. H. What was the command which God gave te 
foah P 
Thomas. He commanded him to build an ark for the 
preservation of himself and family. 
Mr. H. What were the dimensions of the ark! 
Julia. It was 300 cubits in length, 50 in breadth, and 
0 in height. 

Mr. H. What creatures did Noah take with him into 
eark? 
Susan. Two of every sort: and of clean beasts and 
bwis, fourteen. 
Mr. H. How long after Noah went into the ark before 
{began to rain upon the earth P 

Thomas. Sevendays. | 

Mr. H. How long did it rain ? 

Julia. Forty days and forty nights. 

Mr. H. How high did the water rise above the tops 
of the highest mountains. 
Susan. ¥ itteen cunis, 
Mr. H. How long wes it before the flood of waters be- 
gan to abate? 
Thomas. An hundred and fifty days, 
Mr. H. Where did the ark rest ? 
Julia. On the mountains of Ararat, 
Mr. H. How long was Noah and his family in the ark? 

| Susan. About twelve months. 
Mr. H. What did Noah do as soon as he came forth 
2. Z from the ark ? 
nd Thomas. He built an altar unto the Lord, and offer- 
ing ed burnt offerings. - 
he Mr. H. What was the covenant shich God made 
es fae With Noah? 
Julia. ‘That be would no more destroy all flesh by the 

olf Waters of a flood, 
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Mr. H. What was the token of God’s covenant wit) 
Noah? 

Susan. The rainbow. 

Mr. H. This is the end of the history which I gaye 
you the last Sabbath: and do you remember, Susan, wha 
I was to tell you about to day? 

Susan. It was about the tower of Babel, Pa? ; 

Mr. H. And are you pleased to hear these account; § 
from the Bible, Susan 

Susan. O yes, Pa: I love to hear them. It will bea 
great while before [ can read them all. . 

Mr. H. Whope not: but at present abridged accounts 
in this way, will, I trust, be useful to you all. 

The destruction of the world by the flood was soon 
succeeded by a most rapid increase of inbabitayigy 
aod from exght persons the country was soon replepe 
ished. But the awfu! Judgments of God, against sin were 
soon forgoiten, and with the monuments of the flood full 
in view, the human heart discovered itself to be fully set 
todo evil. Its aspiring pride and ambition soon found a 
field for achievement. Among those who distinguished 
themselves was a great hunter named Nimrod. His em- 
ployment naturally excited and promoted that courage 
and address which emboidened him to claim authority 
and subjection. {fe therefore set hi:nscif up as a leader; 
and is the first king of which authentic history gives any 
account. But he was an overbearing wicked king, who 
cast off a!l fear of God, and went on in the pride of his 
heart waging war in direct violation of the Divine pro- 

hibition concerning shedding human blood. A combina- 
tion of ambitious men was formed, and probably headed 
by Nimrod to erect an extraordinary and wonderful tow- 
er whose top should reach to heaven. The place which 
they chose for this purpose was on the plain of Shinar; 
and the materials which they used were brick, and a mor- 
tar made of bitumen. Their object in building this city 
and tower undoubtedly was to get themselves a great 
name: and it is not improbable that Nimrod and some 
others of his spirit intended to secure universal dominion, 
and designed that this place should be the centre and me- 
tropolis of their power. But this rebel ious, daring enter- 
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With prise greatly displeased the Lord, who perfectly under- 
tood all their motives and stentions, he therefore inter- 
osed, to frustrate their pragress, with a power before 

Ve ME hich all human might is nothing. 

ba Julia. May Lask a question, Par 
Mr. H. O yes, my-dear, I should be pleased to have 
you ask questions for informatian. 

tbs BS” julia. I wish to ask if all the people were so wicked 
—if there were no good mea? I suppose Noah was dead. 

e Mr. H. No. Noah, and Shem, and Eber, and proba- 

bly other pious persons were living, and no doubi were 

clear from the guilt of this impious project: for we find, 
even at this time, a particular distinction observed be- 
tween the profaue and professors. The former are called 
children of men, and the latter the children of God 

At the time the city and tower of Babel were building, 
there was but one language throughout the world. God, 
therefore, to bring to nought the counsel and wisdom of 
| I the presumptuous builders, confounded their language, so 
that they cou/d not understand each other: thus were 
their designs frustrated, and they scattered. On this ac- 

' @ count the name of Babel, which signifies confusion, was 

° Mi given to the building. This city was afterwards the great 

Y ® babylon, of which you read so much in the Bible. 

Thomas. The language of Noah, and those who were 

7 not concerned in the building of Babel, was not altered ; 

Was it? 
| Mr H. No. They undoubtedly received this distin- 
guished favour of the God whem they served, and retain- 
ed the original language, which was probably the Hebrew. 
Julia. How great and terrible is God ! 
Mr. H. True indeed, my child; and we should fear 
before him all the day, nor ever dare to sin. 
Susan. What wiil you teil us about next Sabbath, Papa? 
Mrs. Hl. Have you torgot———. 
Susan. Dear Mama, must you go this week? and 
Mus! you stay so loug? 
| Mis. H. It is unavoidable, my dear. But you are 
Clarmingiy provided fur. Your uncie and aunt will not 
ai to insieuet you in the holy Scriptures. 
Mir, H. Lwid go and talk wath the domestics before 
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prayers. Did you give them the tracts I gave you, Julia; 

Julia. Yes, Sir. 

Mrs. H. The remembrance of your dutifulness, anj 
respectful] attention to our ins:ructions, my deay childrey 
will afford us much consolation in our absence, and relieve 
us from any fear that the particular directions we haye 
given you will be neglected. But this one, “ Remembe 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy,” I must again enjoin, 
The books for yotr reading I shall seiect, and give direg. 
tions to your aunt. And siould the same providence 
which alone can preserve us when together, watch over 
us when apart, and unite us again, I hope our joy may 
not exceed our grati-ude. 


(To be continued. ) 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


FROM FRANCES TO HELEN. 


{ will not attempt, dear Helen, to describe the sens 
tions with which I read your letter, for it would be quite 
impossible. The circumstance of being addressed bya 
very dear friend, of whom I had so !ately feared I should 
be bereft for ever, needed no additiona! excitement to 
awaken all the sensibilities of my heart; but [ was ina 
staie of mind that opened a passage to my verysoul, fot 
your affecting observations upon the all-important subject of 
religion. My understanding had loug conceded to the 
truth of Young’s remark, 


be Religion’s all. 

Religion! Providence! an after state ; 
Here is firm footing, here is sulid rock ; 
This can support us; all is sea beside.” 





But, Helen, my heart had never really felt upon the sub 
ject, until a few days before receiving your letter. You! 
sickness and dauger had very ence) ty affected Me, and 
revived many serious impressions which »ad at diffecent 
limes rested on my mind. I began to realize, thai irom 
my childhood I had been resisting the gracious operations 








Letter from Frances to Helen. 205 


ai Met the Holy Spirit of God. And I was filled with solemn 
anxiety. ‘The fearful apprehension that I should be left 
i hardness of heart and blindness of mind, preyed upon 




























:u, Mmy spirits, and, in spite of ail my strife for conceaiment, 
"¢Mexposed me to the notice of dear Mrs. , and the 
ve Mchool. But when I experienced the benefit of her assidu- 
et Mois attention to my case, I was not sorry. The hopes 


hat her instructions and ‘prayers may be blessed to my 


 Mipiritual good, surmount all other considerations and 
() Mmake me in a measure indifferent to the remarks of the 
et Mareless. May the Lord of his mercy deliver them from 


hat delusion which blinds their minds, perverts their 
udgment, and courts them along the broad and danger- 
jsroad. There are some who at times reflect with se- 
iousness upon these things, and seem now and then to 
rn the lingering eye, “from beholding vanity.” But 
gain the fascinations of the world charm them away, and 
erising hope of those who are trying to win them te 
esus are quickly changed to sighs of serrow. The pas- 
ons may be ever so much affected ; but I find that noth- 
ig hut fixed principles of piety, can ensure a successful 
onflict with this ensnaring world. ‘The judgment may 
enounce it; but without a radical renewal, the heart will 
ill remain its willing captive. Oh my Helen, I beg your 
rayers that I may have this evangelical work wrought 
poo me, that I may overceme the world, 
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“Its pomp, its pleasures, and its nonsense all.” 
0 


shoasted glories have loug been fading in my eye, 
(now “ the powers of the world to come,” are upon 
é-—they sink indeed in dim obscurity. It seems now 
though they could never more regain their infla- 
ce. But with a heart which the Scriptures pro- 
uce, and my own experience proves, deceitful, 
ove all things, and desperately wicked,” how am I 
‘e¢ but I may again grieve away the Holy Spirit, and 
eft to their destructive power, and be forever removed 
™ the glories of the Cross? - QO, the glories of the 
SS of Jesus! Can their effulgent beams be ever 
ed.on me? Presamptuous enquiry! I dare not look 
» Bat if Linight pve suffered to jie low ia the dust 
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beneath that precious cross, and catch one falling drop 
of mercy,—but justice seems to spurn me hence, * 
to suggest that ne drops of mercy can fall for one tha 
has so greatly abused it. When I read the interestin 
history of the Cherokee Mission and see how. those wil 
children of the forest prize their new instructions, I refleg 
with the deepest shame upon my stupid mis-improvemen fi 
of the choicest, uninterrupted privileges. From the 
thickest shades of the forest, and the thicker shades of ip. 
norance and wretchedness, they are brought forth by the 
first glimmerings of light to give the most promising hopes 
of future piety. While in the fairest fields of Zion, | 
have stood so long a barren tree without yielding any 
fruit to the glory of God. In thirty days after the inter 
esting, lovely, Catharine Brown, could read intelligibly in 
the Bible, she appeared to receive its precious truths, in 
evangelical love of them. In ninety days from the fis 
time she ever knew that she was a sinner, the tears of 
penitence were flowing from her eyes, and the delighted 
missionaries beheld ber deeply solicitous to know the wil 
of God, and obtain deliverance from sin. Has my dea 
Helen read her melting letter to Mr. and Mrs. Chamber 
Jain, after her removal from the mission family? Asa 
specimen of Indian improvement it is striking ; but her a 
dent thirst for religious society, and spiritual privileges 
her lively gratitude for having enjoyed them, her swee 
submission to trial, and strong faith and trust in Chris, 
while they excite my admiration, fail not to heighten: 
sense of my own guilly situation. Seventeen years unde 
the droppings of the sanctuary, in this enlightened lant, 
and stillan “alien from the commonwealth of Israel, 4 
stranger to the covenant of promise,” and might well bk 
taught of that sweet babe in Christ, “ the first principles 
of the oracles of God.” 

Where shal! I go? I know who has “ the words of eter 
nal life.” But how can I go to him, pressed down vill 
this load of guilt? I try to cry “ God be merciful to me! 


sinner.” 
Write soon. Adieu. FRANCES. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


{Me The following is a succinct account of the success which has ater 
( Mimed the preaching of the Gospel, in the South Sea Islands, 


“The Revival and Reformation which commenced in 
I Mc13. 1814, continued and increased in 1815 16-17, so that 
e whole of the inhabitants of Taheite, Eimo, Tapua- 
° Manu, Huabeine, Raiatea Taha, Borabora, and Marva, 
ave renounced idolatry entirely. The gods, altars, &c. 
eutterly destroyed. The offering of human sacrifices, 
d the practice of infanticide, are altogether abolished. 
'Y MiPhe worship of the true God, and the profession of Christi- 


“ity, are general throughout all the above islands. In 
"Maheite there are 66 Chapels built, and in Eimeo 16.— 
k e people assemble for worship thrice every Sabbath, 



















\lon every Wednesday evening. The Lord’s day is 
ictly observed throughout the whole of the isiands. 
wate and family prayer are general among the people. 
bout 4000 persons have learned to spell and read, and 
say to write. In a word, the change far exceeds all our 
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rise ir. Elliot, in a letter dated July 28, 1818, says, ¢ Et is 
enifm™! peculiar pleasere I inform® you that the Lord is car- 


det 


gon his gracious work among the poor negroes. 
aint, 


iy others are inquiring the way to Sion, I trust, with 
faces thitherward. Since I last wrote to you, I have 
lized nearly 100. They have made a public profes- 
loftheir faith. May the Lord enable them to walk 
thy of their vocation! One of those who were lately 
ized was a head driver; he had been a very bad char- 
T;a great enemy to religion, and did all he could to 
‘at the negroes on the estate from holding their 
€ incetings; but he is now, and for some time has 
1; One of our most pious and zealous catechists. Man 


! negroes have offered themselves as candidates for 
ism, 











268 Religious Intelligence. 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


In Pratsburg, Steuben County, (N. Y.) a very general 
awakeniug was experienced in the months of February 
and March, the present year. It was marked with aston. 
ishing power, and yet with solemn stillness and becoming 
erder. In the height of the awakening, there was a con: 
gregation of about 200, day after day, in ‘the Meeting House. 
According to primitive example, they were “ deily with 
one accord in the temple praising God.” ‘The School in 
the centre of the place was turned Into a prayer-ineeting; 
and the youth assembled at the school-house from day to 


day, for religious conyersalion, prayer and singing. 


In December, 1818, & revival of religion commenced 
at Newport, New-flaimpshire, in the Baptist Society, and 
in a few weeks became general. As is usual in such sea- 


sons, their religious meetings were frequent and crowded. 


In a district school oi sixty scholars, twenty-one received 
hopetul conversion. The instructor was opposed by some 
of his employers for praying in his school. But fearing 
God rather thar man, he persisted in it, and was faithful 
in conversing with his pupils upon the subject of religion. 
lt was a pleasing sight to behold the school- house, as it 
were, “ the house of God and the gate of heaven.” —The 
number of hopeful converts in this revival was about 130; 
a large proportion of whom were youth. About 50 united 
with the Baptist Church, and the others with the Congre- 


gationalists. 


The Church of Christ in Rockaway, (N. J. ) was, the 
last year, replenished with the badttion of 146 members, 
from a revival which commenced in the fall of 1817. The 
work first appeared in one of their Sabbath Schools, while 
the Minister of the place was making remarks spon the 
Scriptures which had been recited. Most of the teacher 
and a large proportion of the scholars, over 12, coutinuel 
deeply anxious in the concerns of their souls, "until they 
were influenced to hope in Christ. Other Sabbath Schools 
-and their Teachers, were soon solemnized, and expert 
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enced the same blessings—and the work was principally 
confined to Sabbath Schools un:i! the first day of January. 
This day was observed with thanksgiving and prayer. 
The people were greatly interested, aud many seriously 
impressed. From this time, the whole parish was visited 3 
and adjacent destitute places, where revivals were un 
known, partook of the gracious visitation. The Cress of 
Christ triumphed gloriously over every opposition, and 
all exclaimed, “ ‘This is the Lord’s doings, and is marvel- 
lous in our eyes.” 

Belchertown, Amherst, Northampton, and, indeed, more 
thaw thirty towns in that part of the Siate of Massachusetts, 
have been recently visited in a very remerkable manner, 
of which some accounts will be given in our future Nums 
bers. 


’ 
SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


As these very interesting and useful institutions have recently come 
menced their operations for the present season, accounts of their site 
uation and success cannot be immediately obtained.. In the present, 
therefore, and two or three succeeding numbers, a few short sketchese 
of their success the past season, will be inserted, which shall be judg- 
ed best calculated to excite the youth in these schools to improve 
their present privileges. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN, 


SIR,—If you think that the following facts, which occurred in the 
schoel, in which I was an Assistant during the last sammer, calculated 
to promote the object of the “Guardian,” you ave at liberty to insert. 
them. 


The institution of a Sabbath School, in the parish of 
Bethel, Danbury. (Coun.) met with no inconsiderable 
opposition, even from profess.ng Christians. 

To those who have any adequate views of the infinite worth 
of one precious soul, it will not be uninteresting to learn a 


_ few facts which came to tne knowledge of the teachers, in 
proot, that even in this enlightened State, the instruc tion 


imparted in this manner, is not “superfluous,” but by che 
blessing of God may prove the most cflectual means of 
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enlightening the minds of some, who, in a Christian Jand, 
a “land of Bibles, and of gospel light, ” would scarcely 
have heard of the way of salvation. A little girl of seven 
years old, was permitted by her parents, (who paid no at- 
tention, even to the forms of religion,) to attend the Sab- 
bath Schoo! Her mind was immediately aroused by the 
great truths which she éhere heard, for the first time, te in- 
quire “ how these things could be.” She began to make 
such enquiries of her parents about God and things per- 
taining to his character, as quite astonished and confound- 
ed them, Disappointed of that instruction which she so 
naturally souglit from such a source, she seemed directed 
by the Spirit of God to repair to the dwelling of an emi- 
nently pious family, at a censiderable distance from her 
home, and where she had never been accustomed to call, 
there to be iustructed “in the way of God more perfect- 
ly.” She informed them in the most simple but intelli- 
gent language, that “at the Sabbath School, she had 


heard of the wonderful love, of that great and good Being 


who made and upholds all things, in sending his owr 
Son into our world, to suffer and die, that such guilty, 
helpless, and undone sinners, might be made holy and 
happy forever :” and desired to know “ if it were really 
so??? ~The pious pair, with tears of joy, referred her to 
the word of God, for the proof of this glorious truth, read- 
ing to her ssch passages as this, “It is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of al/ acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world, to save sinners,” &c. Masy were the questions 
which she asked with regard to the nature and character 
of that “ wonderful Being,” of whom she had so lately 
heard, with anu earnestness, which carried convictien to 
the hearts of ler auditors, that tbe Spirit of God was 
manifestly bringing this dear child, by such humble means, 
to the saving “knowledge of himself. And while the 

sought for answers to her inquiries, from the written wor 

which is “able to make wise uato salvation,” she pazed, 
and wept, aud wondered. Her tears were evidently these 
of graiitude and joy. Since that period, she has made 
frequent visits to the humble abode, and the wonderful 
love of God to wretched sinners is still her favorite theme, 
Lhe bearts of the venerable and pious pair are so warmed, 
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and their faith so strengthened, by the manifest grace of 
God, in the artless vhasiehiy gravtede of this favored 
child, that they exclaim with tears, “ Surely out of the 
mouth of babes thou hast perfected praise.” 

ABBATH SCHOOL INsTRUCTOR. 


The following extract is taken from the Report of the Direc- 
tors of the Female Sabbath School Association in the city: 
of Bal&more. 


Itis highly gratifying to behold the improvement of ma- 
ny of the schelars of this association in their behaviour, 
especially when attending divine worship in the public 
congregations. It has been the invariable pzactice of the 
superintendents and teachers, to take them in a body to 
different chzrches, and to sit with them during the hours 
of devotion. Indeed they have endeavoured to instruct 
their youthful miods in the truths of religion, as far as they 
have found it practicable ; and for this purpose, they hare 
unifermly opened their school with reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures and prayer; and we are happy to have it in our 
power to say, that those humble efforts, made in reliance 
on the Divine aid, have not been in vain. Some have 
been awakened to a sense of their guilt aud danger, and 
have embraced salvation by faitb in Jesus Christ. It will 
be pleasing to hear what one of the superintendents com- 
municates on the subject—she begins by saying, 

“ On the 14th of September, 1817, we intended holding. 
a prayer meeting with the children; but while giving out 
the second hymn, the words of which were, 


‘ And am I born to die, 
To lay this body down ; 

And must my trembling spirit fly 
Into a world anknown ;’ 


“The power of the Lord was so eminently near, that 
- Bome trembled under a sense of it; and the whole school, 
with the exception of one or two individuals, was crying 
for mercy ; so that it rendered it useless to pray vocally, 
because we could not be heard; but in endeavouring to 
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encourage them individually, three or four at a time clung 
around us, and cried, ‘O what shall Ido to be saved P’ 
‘O Lord have mercy upon my poor soul.? ‘O save me 
from hell’ One of them, with tears of joy flowmg down 
her little cheeks, testified that the Lord had blessed her 
soul, Another on the next Sabbath, with her countenance 
beaming with love assured us, she had found the Lord on 
the Monday foi'owing. ‘This encourages us to persevere, 
though we have met with some persecution from those we 
labour to benefit; for before we left the house that even- 
ing, the motiier of one of the childrea came and abused us 
exceedingly, assuring us we should have nothing more to 
do with her child, for we had sent her home crying. May 
the Lord convince her of sin, and bring her to a knowledge 
of the truth, as it is in Jesus.” 


— 
N. BRIDGEWATER SABBATH SCHOOL. 


This school commenced in the latter part of May, 1818, 
and bas continued for 16 Sabbaths. The ume allotted to 
recitation was an hour between the mornicg and after- 
noon exercises of puble worship. ‘The list of members 
mecluded 105 girls, aad 78 boys. The latter however did 
not atteod so regularly as the former. They were divided 
into classes of frem four to eight, according ‘to their AGES 5 
the mazes under the care of young men, and the femaies 
under teachers of their own sex: the whole number under 
the direction of a superintendent. The assidaity of the 
teachers of both sexes, was truly commendable, and the 
improvement of the scholars in general highly gratifying 
to thir benevolent hearts. 

‘The beoks which fursished subjects of instruction were 
the New Testament—Emerson’s Evangelical Primer, and 
Hymos for Infant Minds. Most of the scholars were, 
during the term, we!l versed in the Primer, aud in addition 
to that 32,674 verses of Scripture, and 27, 300 verses of 
Hymns were recited, 
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As svecimens of individual diligence, the following aré 
selected. 


Verses of Scrip. Verses of Hymn® 
A girl aged 13, recited 1885 1000 
Another, 11, 995 1558 
Another, 10, 1408 - 1464 
Another, 8, 402 236 


Another, aged 7, recited 2191 verses of Scripture; come 
prising the whole Gospels of Matthew and Mack, and nine 
chapters of Luke—beside 287 verses of Hymns. It fs 
with pleasure recorded of this little girl, that when a pecu- 
niary reward was presented her by a relation for her ex- 
emplary diligence, she generously sent the sum by the 
hand of her Pastor to the Treasurer of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, for the ed- 
ucation of heathen children. 

Another little girl aged 5 years, recited the whole of the 
Assembly’s Catechism with proofs, 12 verses of Scripture, 
and 100 Hymns. The school closed with public religious 
exercises on the day of the annual meeting of the Bridge- 
water Evangelical Society, who had voted the payment of 
its necessary expenses from their treasury. ‘The sacred 
music on the occasion was performed principally by the 
scholars. 


THE MORTALITY OF MAN. 


A SPUR TO DILIGENCE, 


It is calculated that the earth is inhabited by about one 
thousand millions of men, and that thirty-three years make 
a generation; it follows then that in that space of time 
‘thirty three years) a thousand ,millions of men die.— 
Therefore, the number of men who die on the earth 
amounts 

Each year to 30,000,000 


Each day to 86,400 
Each hour to 3,600 
Each minute to 60 
Each second to 1 
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This calculation is very striking! If the mortality be 
80 great each year, and even each day ; is it not very prob- 
able that I myself may soon be one that shall increase the 
bills of mortality |! ! At least, it is certain, that this consid- 
eration show}d lead me every hour to make the most seri- 
ous reflections. At this very moment, one of my fe‘low- 
creatures has departed from this world ; and before an 
hour has elapsed, more than three thousand souls shall have 
entered into eternity | What a motive to induce us to 
think often and seriowsly upon death.” 

And may we not add, what a motive to religious dili- 
gence ; not only to promote our own salvation, but that of 
others! If thirty millions die in a year, and more than 
twenty millions of them be Heathens and Mahomedans, 
surely it becomes us to rouse ourselves to activity in the 
use of all proper means, that the words of eternal life may 
be sent to them all. 

Reader! What are you doing toward this great object ? 
If nothing, begin to day; If something, double your dili- 
gence. Remember, sixty are dying every minute—three 
thousand every hour—eigh.y-six thousand four hundred 
every day. Is there then any time for trifling? Say, 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN. 


SIR,—If you think proper, please to insert the following in {he 
Guardian. 


ANECDOTE 


Of Caroline Elizabeth, daughter of Dr. S——, of Augusta, 
Georgia. 


When Caroline was between five and six years old, she 
had been one evening engaged in reading a little book, 
descriptive of the characters of two little girls. The one 
was very rich, an only child, but exceedingly bold, pas- 
sionate, obstinate, and uncharitable : the other was poor, 
and in a state of great bodily sufferings, but very amiable. 
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‘eatled “ Colstun’s School,” 


Anecdotes. 9L5 


Caroline appeared much disgusted with the bad child, 
and wondered that the wealth had not been given to the 
good gil. A moralizing dialegue then ensued between 
Caroline and her mother. Shortly afterwards Caroline 
retired to bed, and her mother thought she had fallen 
asleep, as she had lain perfectly quiet foi some time: when 
to the surprise of Mrs. S——, her little daughter rose up 
m the bed, and with much feeling said,“ My dear Mama, 
I hope I shall never be such a vain boaster, and such an 
undutiful chiid as that bad girl was. 1 would much rather 
be as poor and as afficted as that other girl, if I could be 
as good.” 

She seemed much affected, and as if she had been ene 
gaged in deep reflection on the subject. 


ANECDOTE, 


There is, at Bristol,io Pad ia a charitable institotion 

rom the nature of its founder : 
the scholars wear on their breusts the figure of a dolphin 
in brass, the reason of which is as follows. Mr. Colsien, 
a rich West India merchant, was going to England, his 
native country, iv a ship which contained all his treasure; 
she sprang a-leak, and after having pumped for a long 
time, day and night, the people on board were expecting 
every moment that the ship would sink; all at once, te 
their great astonishment, the leak was stepped: en ex- 
amination, it was found, that a dolphin had providen- 
tially squeezed itself into the opening, and thus saved all 
from destruction, Mr. Colston therefore founded a school, 
and ordered the emblem of a do!phin to be worn as a 
mark both of his gratitude and his deliverance. 


elie 


Giving of alms, is rejected by God, when it is done only 
to be seen of men; or, it is so far rejected, as it is tinc- 
~ tered with that principle ;.for our Saviour told the Phari- 


sees, They had already their reward. 
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FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
HYMN FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


1. Come Jesus, lift our souls to thee, 
From childish follies set us free; 
Now move our little tongues in praise, 
Now teach our lips thy sweetest lays. 


2. Our mem’ry strengthen to retain 
The precious treasures we may gain ; 
Melt down our hearts with heav’aly fire, 
With ev’ry grace our souls inspire. 


3. We ask not gold nor length of days, 
We ask for Wisdom’s brighter rays ; 
Q clasp us in thy arms while young! 
Accept hosannas from our tongue. 


4. Delightful Sabbaths! when we meet 
Our pleasant lessons to repeat ; 
Dear Saviour, fit our souls to rise 
To the long Sabbath in the skies. C. 
May 1819. 





SELECT SENTENCE, 


Prefer solid sense to wit; never study to be diverting 
without being useful; let no jest intrude upon good man- 
fmerss nor say any thing that may offend modesty. 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Sermon for Youth. from Prov. xx. 11.: A Friend to Youth ;: 
Report of the Sabbath Schools in Fair Vale, Granville, N. ¥,: 
two Letters from W.J.to L. and B. J: An account of a pious 
child: M.D.: R.E: a Hymn for Saturday night: and several 
SMlections, have been received. 








